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Heavy Rainfall /
Flash Flooding Briefing

NWS El Paso

Prepared by: Zak Aronson/ Anthony Brown
Date: August 28, 2025

NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
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Situation Overview

Key Messages:
e Jypical monsoonal pattern

through Friday
e A cold front will stall along the

US-Mexico border by Saturday

evening
e Stalled front will linger through

at least Monday
e Meanwhile, a weak upper-level

low will also move into the area
e This will be a set-up for heavy
rainfall/flash flooding Saturday

through Monday

Follow: X f B OQONWSEIPaso
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August 28, 2025
72-hour Exceedances iy

Valid 6am Sat - 6am Tue

25th Percentile or 75% chance of greater /5th Percentile or 25% chance of greater
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August 28, 2025

95th Percentile or 5% Chance of Exceedance 1592 DM
/2 Hour Total Valid 6am Sat - 6am Tue
Heaviest totals will mirror these S 5 . ) 2 W <1
values, i.e. reasonable y 9B ' - |
_ ©25in uthlodEcnsequences &
worst-case scenario
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1.03 in

Lordsburg ﬁ[m

Isolated locations will receive
roughly these amounts or
greater, leading to a risk for flash
flooding

1-hour rainfall up to 2”
Slow & erratic storm motions

High Risk for burn scar flooding,
especially across the
Sacramento Mountains
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Rain/Thunderstorm Chances

August 28, 2025
12:22 PM

Probability of Precipitation Forecast
8/29 8/30 8/31 9/1 9/2
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
6am12pm 6pm 12am6am 12pm 6pm|12am6am 12pm pm 12amb6am12pmoé6pm 12amb6am12pm 6pm

Alamogordo | 10 45 [ 35 10 60 NN 45 40 REMIIN 50 45 55 30 20 10 20 20
Cloudcroft 3 70 | 65 BRIRER 80 | 60 BN f_;ﬁs.{ 50 55 740 30 20 10 40 20
Deming 5 25 S8 15 10 30 55 35 25 MIMEEN 45 40 50 45| 25 20 25 25
El Paso 5 25 §S8N 30 10 25 33 30 BYOIVORGOMESSE 40 40| 25 25 15 25
Las Cruces 5 35 55 30 10 30 an 55 35 70 i3 55 50 40 40 25 20 20 25
Lordsburg 10 25 30 10 10 40 20 15 60 55 25 30 55 45 20 15 30 30
SierraBlanca,TX 0 45 55 25 5 55 /I 50 30 25 40 25
Silver City 10 40 40 10 10 50 45 25 20 15 45 30
TorC 5 50 45 15 5 40 45 30 15 10 15 20

*Table values in %
**Created: 12 pm MDT Thu 8/28/2025

***Values are maximums over the period beginning at the time shown.

Don't see your city? Check out weather.gov/forecastpoinis
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o o August 28, 2025
Trend in Moisture Levels b g

o Precipitable Water Trend Additional Details
Thursday Afternoon, Aug 28 - Wednesday Evening, Sep 3 A Moisture Trend:

® Precipitable Water (PWAT)
is a measure of total

— E| Paso (Median) El Paso (Upper/Lower Range) _ _
moisture in the
Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed
8/28 8/29 8/30 8/31 9/1 9/2 9/3 atmosphere

Moisture levels will
1.6in | increase through Sunday
to well-above normal,

L -
% o then are modeled to
= diminish into midweek
W
Q Average PWATSs for late
— 1.2in - n
= August is near 1
§ Record highs are 1.5-1.6"
Q- 1in
/\ What Does It Mean?
SE0 e Higher PWATs = higher
N\ N\ N\ N\ \ N\ N\ N\ N N\ N\ N\ N\ :
Q 'S Q 'S < ' Q 'S Q 'S Q v Q flash flood risk
N N N NG N N N NG N NG N N N
0 |nformation: Valid: Thu 12 pm MDT - Thu 12 am MDT
The range line chart shows the lower, median, and upper percentiles of a weather event occurring based on model predictions from Issued: Thu, Aug 28, 2025, 11 am MDT

the ENS, GEFS and GPS ensembles. A larger shaded area means less certainty.
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August 28, 2025

Excessive Rainfall Risk iy

" . Day 2 . . Day 3
[ — Weather Prediction Center i [ — Weather Prediction Center S AR
ighlighted Area: = : g ighlighted Area: = = e
< 4 WFO E1 Pago Tx/Santa Teresa, NM Exc_esswe Rainfall Outlook 2025\.&3’.&2%2%14.00 = { WFO El Pago Tx/Santa Teresa, NM Excessive Rainfall Outlook 2025{/%%}12%218514'00
Friday, August 29, 2025 12Z 08/29/25 - 12Z 08/30/25 Saturday, August 30, 2025 12Z 08/30/25 - 127 08/31/25
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Lordsbyrg . Las Cruces g O — Lordsbyrg 3 Las Cruces 9 O
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Probability of excessive rainfall | Probability of excessive rainfall
leading to flash flooding.* leading to flash flooding.*
B High Risk, At least 70% B High Risk, At least 70%
QEATH, Bl Moderate Risk, At least 40% QA TH, Bl Moderate Risk, At least 40%
2 3 Slight Risk, At least 15% >2 3 Slight Risk, At least 15%
- - B Marginal Risk, At least 5% :& - B Marginal Risk, At least 5%
b @‘ N/ * Within 25 miles of a point. e v N/ * Within 25 miles of a point.
V’, R 1,‘3\ May not represent localized {’4 Pl -»,'3\ May not represent localized
flooding threat over burn scars flooding threat over burn scars
L% h ¥ 1 8 A Y
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o o o August 28, 2025
Excessive Rainfall Risk iy

T T ¥ J T T T
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L / Weather Prediction Center e S Weather Prediction Center O
WFO El Pago Tx/Santa Teresa, NM Excessive Rainfall Outlook 2025.08-28 07:01:00 e Dl i alasing o Excessive Rainfall Outlook 2025.08-28 07:01:00
Sunday, AuQUSt 31, 2025 12Z 08/31/25 - 12Z 09/01/25 MondayI September 01, 2025 12Z 09/01/25 - 12Z 09/02/25
\
Truth or Consequences Truth or Consequences
\\ Cloudcroft \ Cloudcroft
Alamogorto Alamogordo
N | Silver City g I Silver City 8
\ ) Hagsh B Hatch
{ L { B L.
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Lordsbur Orogrande A Lordsbur Orogrande
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,
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Probability of excessive rainfall |

leading to flash flooding.*
B High Risk, At least 70%

Probability of excessive rainfall |
leading to flash flooding.*
B High Risk, At least 70%
B Moderate Risk, At least 40%
Slight Risk, At least 15%

QEATh, Bl Moderate Risk, At least 40% QA Th,
» : ; - »

A o Slight Risk, At least 15% Ay &
- - B Marginal Risk, At least 5% ;‘ - B Marginal Risk, At least 5%
A (& * Within 25 miles of a point. AN * Within 25 miles of a point.

) R 23> May not represent localized %y e 23> May not represent localized

flooding threat over burn scars flooding threat over burn scars
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o o August 28, 2025
Excessive Rainfall Info -

Understanding WPC Excessive Rainfall Risk Categories

No Area/Label SLIGHT
(SLGT)

Flash floods are Scattered flash

generallty got floods possible
expected.

Mainly localized. Most
vulnerable are urban
areas, roads, small
streams and washes.
Isolated significant

WWW.wpc.ncep.n flash floods possible.

@NWSWPC

Flash
flooding
P T rll NO Flash Flooding
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7-Day Precipitation Forecast e s PM

Valid 6pm 8/28 - 6pm 9/4
e Rainfall totals will be “hit or 2 | . W
miss” bt N

Most locations will see over
an inch of rain through
midweek

e Some will see less, and some
much more (3+ inches)

168-Hour Day 1-7 QPF

Valid 00Z Fri Aug 29 2025

Thru 00Z Fri Sep 05 2025
Issued: 1754Z Thu Aug 28 2025
Forecaster: WPC
DOC/NOAA/NWS/NCEP/WPC

R Follow: X @ @ @NWSEIPaso



Long-Range Precipitation Outlook e s PM

&) 6-10 Day Precipitation Outlook \./ 8-14 Day Precipitation Outlook N7
- : Valid: September 2 - 6, 2025 Valid: September 4 - 10, 2025
Issued: August 27, 2025 Issued: August 27, 2025 Néar
Below A Normal
4 \
Above k AN ‘x ol
Near =5 % . ‘. ]
Normal ) [ ‘ Sy
Abovex. )
> \ )
. _ Neag )
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“ // §
Near “ . / ﬁ :
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/" s W "\
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A Probability Probability
Near /‘& (Percent Chance) (Percent Chance)
Normal = Near Above Normal Below Normal Nortial Above Normal Below Normal
> Q@ Normal | | . hing { 33-40% Near  33-40% } Leaning *® Q{> Leaning { 33-40% Near  33-40% } Leaning
a Above 40-50% Normal 40-50% Below a Above 40-50% Normal  40-50% Below
[ 50-60% BE= 50-60% [N Aleutian Islands I 50-60% = 50-60% [
- I 60-70% 60-70% I - r:‘ Renr d o I 60-70% 60-70% Il .
I 70-80% 70-80% [ Near ﬂp I 70-80% 70-80% [
Above "\ e 66 90% 80-00% o [ 2¢O Nsmal" > e Nomla,la ADOVE ) e 80.90% 80-00% R [ 5V
I 90-100% 90-100% N gl o I ©0-100% 90-100% I

40-60% chance of above normal rainfall from 33-50% chance of above normal rainfall from
9/2 to 9/6 (Normal for El Paso: ~0.25") 9/4 to 9/10 (Normal for El Paso: ~0.4”)
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Summary Overview e 2 PM

Key Messages:

e A slow-moving frontal boundary moves into the region this weekend,
resulting in well above normal moisture levels and scattered-widespread
thunderstorm activity

e Storms may produce torrential rainfall and flash flooding
e |nisolated locations, rainfall may exceed 3”

e Highest flash flood risk is forecast for Sunday
e | ow threat of gusty winds and small hail
e Temperatures falling to below normal early next week

e Although there are no flood products out currently, Flood Watches may be
Issued by the weekend

%&; Follow: X f B OQONWSEIPaso



August 28, 2025

Safety Graphics 12:22 PM

™ Don’t underestimate the
power of water!
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:
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18-24 inches of fast-moving
water can carry away most
large SUVs, vans and trucks.

6 inches of fast-moving
water can knock over and
carry away an adult.

12 inches of fast-moving water can
carry away a small car.




August 28, 2025

Safety Graphics - Spanish T

™ iNo subestime el
poder del agua!

~— B
:

L

S

18-24 pulgadas de agua en rapido

movimiento pueden arrastrar
con la corriente a la mayoria de los
vehiculos deportivos utilitarios
grandes, furgonetas
y camiones.

6 pulgadas de agua en
rapido movimiento pueden
derribar y arrastrar un
adulto con la corriente.

12 pulgadas de agua en rapido movimiento
pueden arrastrar a un auto pequeno
con la corriente.




NWS El Paso Contact Information g > oo

NWS E| Paso nws.elpaso@noaa.gov
Meteorologist 575-589-3972 (Office)

Greg Lundeen greg.lundeen@noaa.gov
Meteorologist in Charge (acting) 915-241-7320
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