State of Nefw Mexico
House of Representatifres

STATE CAPITOL

Santa s

January 28, 2026
Via: email

Assistant Attorney General Harmeet K. Dhillon
U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, DC 20530

Re: Gun-Related Legislation in New Mexico
Dear Assistant Attorney General Dhillon,

The New Mexico House Republican Caucus is writing to express our serious concerns regarding
Senate Bill 17, recently introduced in the New Mexico Legislature. We respectfully request your
attention to its constitutional implications.

We closely followed your recent remarks regarding proposed firearm legislation in Virginia that
would ban commonly owned semiautomatic firearms and limit magazine capacity. Your clear
statement that such proposals represent a blatant violation of Supreme Court precedent and will
not withstand constitutional scrutiny was both timely and important.

New Mexico Senate Bill 17 mirrors many of the same defects you identified. Among other
provisions, SB 17 would prohibit the sale and transfer of semiautomatic firearms in common use,
ban magazines capable of holding more than ten rounds, and outlaw entire classes of firearms
based on operating mechanisms rather than criminal misuse. These restrictions directly conflict
with established Supreme Court precedent recognizing that arms in common lawful use are
protected by the Second Amendment.

At a time when New Mexico faces one of the highest violent crime rates in the nation, SB 17
does nothing to target violent offenders. Instead, it imposes sweeping bans on law-abiding
citizens, firearm dealers, and sportsmen, while raising serious concerns under the standards
articulated in District of Columbia v. Heller, McDonald v. Chicago. and New York State Rifle &
Pistol Association v. Bruen.

We are hopeful the U.S. Department of Justice is monitoring legislation of this nature across the
nation. We are also seeking guidance from your office on SB 17’s constitutionality. including
any conflicts with binding constitutional precedent.



We appreciate your leadership in defending constitutional rights and ensuring that states remain
within the bounds of the law. Thank you for your attention to this matter. We welcome any
opportunity for further dialogue.

Respectfully,
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Rebecca Dow
Republican Caucus Chair
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